Communicative skills in chronic and severe nonfluent aphasia.
A diagnostic tool was developed for the investigation of communicative skills in nonfluent aphasic patients suffering from moderate or severe language deficits. Communicative skills and neurolinguistic deficits were assessed in 20 patients suffering from Broca's or global aphasia. Comparative data analysis revealed remarkably low correlations between communicative and neurolinguistic deficits. In nonfluent aphasic patients with severe linguistic impairment communicative abilities and non- and paralinguistic compensatory efforts and skills accounted for their efficient performance.